PEASANTS'   GAIN   FROM   THE   REVOLUTION
in the civil war on the side of the Reds and not as some of our
Cossacks, if they can forgive me, and so we fought for, and won,
power and our rights.
"When I returned from the Red Army, I again began to work
on my farm, but when the Kolkhozy were being organized I
refused to take part; I remained a convinced individual farmer
right up to 1933. Then I began to see the advantages of the new
ways and I entered the Kolkhoz. Now I see that it was not enough
to conquer power for ourselves; it was still necessary to build
a road towards happiness, and this road was the Kolkhoz.
"This is the road along which Stalin led us, and for this we give
Stalin our Cossack thanks. The Cossacks, together with the whole
of the peasantry, now have full rights to elect and to be elected
as representatives of the people, but most important of all is the
fact that our life is quite different, is getting really good."
Another Cossack Kolkhoznik, Trofin Esaulenko, declared: "It
was said at one time that the Kuban Cossacks lived well, but who
is it.who lived well? It was the Kulaks who lived well, but not
fellows like us. Stalin has shown us the right way to life, and
now we are all becoming well-to-do. Just look what we had two
years ago, and what we now have. There is no comparison. This
is what Kolkhoz life is like. Our Kuban land is indeed famously
good land, but it is only now that we have started really appre-
ciating it and to make it bring forth all it can and must do. We
want to grow as much grain as possible in order to get all sorts
of things."
A woman member of the Kolkhoz, Alexandra M. Selivanova,
spoke mainly about children. She said: "I have seven children;
all of them are literate, some have already finished their studies
and some are still attending the ten-year school. We live well and
for our children we are preparing a still better life.
"There is no need to conceal it; we did not all understand
straight away the significance of a Kolkhoz. There were idlers
and simulators, and there were also misunderstandings in regard
to cattle. I myself was not without faults, but Stalin told us then